PSYCH 188A

FINAL PAPER ASSIGNMENT

Outline due: May 25th
Bring near-final draft to class for group editing: June 8th
Final paper due: June 13th
Your assignment is to write a clear and concise paper that attempts to explain why mental disorders exists from an evolutionary perspective. You may choose one specific mental disorder or talk more broadly about them all. Some things that need to be in every paper:

1) A brief explanation of the evolutionary process.

2) An explanation of the why the frequency of mental disorders presents an evolutionary paradox.

3) The frequency and heritability estimates of common mental disorders.
4) The interpretation of heritability.

5) At least four different evolutionary mechanisms that can account for genetic polymorphism and how these are or are not helpful in explaining the genetic variation of mental disorders.

Papers should be no longer than 20 pages, double spaced. Shorter papers are welcome. Despite what I said earlier, there simply will not be enough time for me to re-grade final papers, so the final grade is just that: final. There should be plenty of opportunities beforehand, with the outline and the group editing, for you to get feedback on your ideas and writing.
Writing Hints derived from grading the first set of papers:
1) Before you even outline the paper, strive for conceptual clarity.

2) Think carefully about the organization of paper before you begin. While writing, think carefully about the organization of each paragraph.

3) Direct language (use the active voice more often than the passive voice).

4) Use sentences or headings that give structure to the paper and help the reader understand where the paper is headed and why.

5) Think carefully about your choice of words.

6) With rare exceptions, do not use quotes & reference using APA style.

7) Avoid colloquialisms.

8) Avoid fluff and fanciful language always.

9) Verbage = garbage. Is every paragraph necessary? Every sentence? Every word?

